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Prejudice: "We can't take in the whole world."

The facts:

Most of the nearly 68.5 million refugees worldwide live in their own country as internally displaced persons (IDPs) or in neighbouring countries. More than
half of all refugees are children and adolescents. More than four out of five refugees (85%) live in developing countries. Ultimately, only 3.6 percent of the
refugees live in Europe.

In Austria there were up to 12,529 asylum applications in 2018. The recognition rate of asylum applications in 2018 was 47.6%. Last year about 25,000
people applied for asylum in Austria. The figures show an increase in asylum applications in Austria for 2015 and a subsequent decline to a normal level.
The current number of refugees is nothing new and manageable for Austria. In comparison: after the disintegration of Yugoslavia, 90,000 people were
admitted to Austria within a very short time.

A total of 173,000 refugees and asylum seekers (as of 2018) are currently in Austria. That is just under 2% of the population, or in other words 1 in 50
people in Austria. For comparison: In Lebanon one in 6 people is a refugee, in Jordan one in 14, in Turkey one in 23.
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The largest refugee receiving countries:

- Turkey (3.5 million)

- Pakistan (1.4 million)
- Uganda (1.4 million)
- Lebanon (1 million)

- Iran (979,400)

- Germany 970,400)

Sources:

e UNHCR: Flichtlingshochkommissariat der Vereinten Nationen

e https://www.augsburger-allgemeine.de/politik/Wie-viele-Fluechtlinge-kommen-tatsaechlich-nach-Europa-id51537501.html
o https://de.statista.com/statistik/daten/studie/293189/umfrage/asylantraege-in-oesterreich

e Diakonie Flichtlingsdienst



https://www.augsburger-allgemeine.de/politik/Wie-viele-Fluechtlinge-kommen-tatsaechlich-nach-Europa-id51537501.html
https://de.statista.com/statistik/daten/studie/293189/umfrage/asylantraege-in-oesterreich
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Anzahl der Asylantrage in Osterreich von 2008 bis 2018
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Maore than 2.7 million people fled their homes to another country in 2017, tha vast majority of
whom (B8 per cent) originated from just three countries {South Sudan, Syria, Myanmar) and found
protection in bardering countries or thelr immeadiate region.

Major countries of asylum

Major countries of origin
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Quelle: UNHCR; Fliichtlingshochkommissariat der Vereinten Nationen
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Prejudice: "They're all economic refugees!”

The facts

The majority of all refugees worldwide come from war zones, 57% from the 3 countries Syria, Southern Sudan and Afghanistan alone. They have been proven
to flee war, persecution, torture and terror.

The Geneva Refugee Conventions (GFC) determine who is recognised as a refugee entitled to asylum and what rights and obligations are associated with this. If
a person is demonstrably persecuted or threatened with persecution on the basis of his or her origin, religion, membership of a social group or political
conviction, he or she is granted asylum in Austria.

Subsidiary protection is granted to those refugees who do not in principle fulfil the requirements of the CSF, but whose life or safety is endangered by war,
unrest or torture in their home country. Those entitled to subsidiary protection may remain in Austria for a limited period of time.

Translated with www.DeeplL.com/Translator

Sources:

e UNHCR: Flichtlingshochkommissariat der Vereinten Nationen
e Diakonie Flichtlingsdienst



WECCEHMWN

Prejudice: "Refugees are often better off than us."

The Facts

Asylum-seekers receive the so-called basic provision during their asylum procedure, they are not entitled to a minimum pension, family allowance or
childcare allowance. The basic provision is only granted if the asylum seekers are destitute. As asylum seekers are only allowed to work to a very limited
extent, basic care is vital for many. Asylum seekers are only entitled to basic care if they live in their assigned quarters or federal states. In general, the
costs for asylum seekers are divided between the Federal Government and the Lander at a ratio of 60:40. If the asylum procedure lasts longer than 12
months, the federal government must bear the entire costs. How much basic care asylum seekers receive depends on how they are accommodated, and
a distinction is made between organised and private refugee accommodation.

Organised accommodation, maximum rates
e 17,00 Euro per person and day for board and lodging

The money goes directly to the organised accommodation facility, unless it is a self-catering accommodation, in which case asylum seekers
receive between 3.50 and 6.50 euros (depending on the federal state) per person and day for their meals.

e 40,00 Euro per person and per month pocket money for personal expenses
e This pays for travel costs, means of communication, leisure, cultural and educational activities and much more.

Private accommodation, maximum rates

maximum 320,00 Euro per person and month for accommodation, meals, electricity, food... Individuals receive 110.00 euros per month for rent and
operating costs, families receive a maximum allowance of 240.00 euros per month. The food allowance for adults is 180.00 euros per month and 80.00
euros per month for children and young people. It must be proven that rent is paid.
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Irrespective of the type of accommodation, asylum seekers receive vouchers for clothing (approx. 150.00 euros per year) and school materials for
children (200.00 euros per year).

Sample calculation for a family of five in private accommodation, maximum rate:
220,00 Euro rent and operating costs for entire families

2x 180,00 Euro food allowance for adults

3 x 80,00 Euro food allowance for underage children and adolescents

= 820,00 Euro for a family of five per month

Calculation example for an individual in private accommodation, maximum rate:
110, 00 Euro for rent and operating costs

180 € food allowance for adults

= 290 € per month

If asylum seekers are recognised as refugees, the legal situation changes. Asylum seekers receive the same minimum income and family allowance as
Austrians. Recognised refugees have access to the labour market.

For comparison:

A single Austrian now has a maximum of 1,321 euros with the minimum benefit, a 5-person family a maximum of 2067 euros.
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Sources

e Diakonie Flichtlingsdienst
Bundesrecht konsolidiert: Gesamte Rechtsvorschrift fiir Grundversorgungsvereinbarung - Art. 15a B-VG (Bund - Lander), Fassung vom
17.01.2019

e https://www.vknn.at/mindestsicherung/#Das_neue_Mindestsicherungspaket 8211 Mindestsicherung_neu 2019 in_Oesterreich



https://www.vknn.at/mindestsicherung/#Das_neue_Mindestsicherungspaket_8211_Mindestsicherung_neu_2019_in_Oesterreich
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Prejudice: "They're taking away our jobs!"

The Facts:

Many asylum seekers would like to work during their asylum procedure in order to be able to support themselves and their relatives. During the official
examination period, asylum seekers are often condemned to do nothing. Asylum seekers have only limited access to the labour market, they are
practically excluded from the labour market.

Asylum seekers are allowed to do community work, as no work permit is required. This includes jobs such as maintaining green areas, clearing snow or
cleaning refugee quarters. This work is compensated with a recognition fee of a few euros per hour. Private individuals are not allowed to engage asylum
seekers for charitable work.

Three months after admission to the asylum procedure, asylum seekers receive limited access to the labour market. They can then pursue seasonal
employment in tourism or in agriculture and forestry for a limited period of time.

Asylum seekers may earn an additional 110.00 euros per month, earn more and lose their entitlement to basic care and health insurance.

Asylum seekers are not granted unrestricted access to the labour market until their asylum procedure has been completed positively. The procedures can
last from a few months to a few years.
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Prejudice: "Only men come to us. They abandon their wives and children in their homeland."

The Facts:

Yes, it's true, men outnumber applicants. This was particularly the case in 2015, when an excessive number of people applied for asylum in Austria, when
around 80% of asylum seekers were male. In 2018, 60.5% of men applied for asylum, compared to 39.4% of women.

Flight is dangerous and exhausting, and it is also cost-intensive. The smuggling prices are extremely high, so families can often only afford to take a
family member out of the country. Young, strong men are usually chosen by the family. Young girls and women are at greater risk of becoming victims of
sexual violence. The hope is that refugee status will be recognised and that family reunification can take place.

Family reunification is the catching up of spouses, minor children or parents of minor refugees. Practice has shown that only a very small proportion of
unaccompanied minors were able to catch up with their parents.

Sources

e Diakonie Flichtlingsdienst
e https://www.bmi.gv.at/301/Statistiken/files/2018/Asylstatistik_November_2018.pdf



